World War | Veterans

Of the 610 men from Loudoun County who served
in World War |, 179 were African-American.
Veterans posed for this segregated photograph by
the 1894 courthouse. Valentine B. Johnson, Samuel
C. Thornton, and Ernest Gilbert lost their lives
during the War. Until November 2021, their names
were listed separately on the monument on the
courthouse grounds. Their names were integrated
alphabetically on the plaque that is seen now.
(Image courtesy of the Loudoun Museum and
Loudoun County’s African American Communities: A
Tour Map and Guide. The guide was published by
the Black History Committee of the Friends of the
Thomas Balch Library)

forld War | veterans posed in front of the Loudol
white veterans. Credit: The Loudoun Museum
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Loudoun’s Clerk of the Circuit Court has two books Muster Roll in the War with Germany and the World
War Memorial Record (only eight veterans are listed in Loudoun’s war memorial record). Each county in
Virginia was mandated to create a Muster Roll in the War with Germany listing county residents serving
in the Armed Forces. Loudoun’s roll includes 177 African-Americans and 443 White men who enlisted or

were drafted during the war.



https://lfportal.loudoun.gov/LFPortalInternet/0/edoc/326286/Muster%20Roll%20for%20The%20War%20with%20Germany.pdf
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“OUR GLORIOUS DEAD. -

" “THEIR BODIES ARE-BURIED IN PRACE . =
“BUT THEIR NAME LIVETH FOR BVERMORE®. -

1917|1918 =
RUSSELL T BRATTY; Cown. BB FRANK HOUGH, L1
CHARLES A. BBLL, Pvr. "7 ALEXANDER POPE HUMPHREY, PVT.
CHARLES E. CLYBURN, Pvr. VALENTINE B. JOHNSON, Pvr. -
THUBERT H. CONKLIN, So. / ROBERT A. MARTZ, PVT.
NEALY M. COOPER, Pvr. HARRY MILSTEAD, Pvr.
MATHEW CURTIN, Pvr. JUDGE MCGOLERICK, Pvr.
LEONARD DARNES, WAG. JOHN O. MCGUINN, Pvr.
FRANKLIN L. DAWSON, Pvr. EDWARD LESTER, NALLE, Pv1.
JOHN PLEMING, PVT. ERNEST H. NICHOLS, Pvr.
EDWARD C. FULLER, Carr. LINWOOD PAYNE, PVT.
ERNEST GILBERT, Pvt. CHARLES CARTER RITICOR, CAPT.
GILBERT H. GOUGH, Pvt ASHTON R. SHUMAKER, Pvr.
GROVER CLEVELAND GRAY, COR». HENRY GRAFTON SMALLWOOD, PVE.
LEONARD G. HARDY, SOT. OHN EDWARD SMITH, Corr. -
BOLLING WALKRR HAXALL Jr., MAL. AMUEL C. THORNTON, P¥T. : S—

ERECTED BY G World War | Memorial on the
THE PEOPLE %FE)IZ%%BO&!" COUNTY \ Courthouse Grounds
HER SONS WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE
IN THE GREAT WAR B The memorial bears a plaque with the
TN names of thirty Loudoun County service
: %?)/$\:\,\»\15‘_-/ é". <8 @ members who fought and died in World

War I. When the memorial was erected in
1921, during the “Jim Crow” era, the
names were segregated according to race, with the names of three African-American service members
listed below two dividing lines that separated them from the names of the White service members.

OnJuly 1, 2020, a new law took effect in the Commonwealth of Virginia permitting local governing
bodies to remove, relocate, contextualize, or cover monuments or memorials for veterans of any war or
conflict. The Board of Supervisors, with the support of the Foreign War Memorial Trust Fund Advisory
Committee, authorized the replacement of the plaque to integrate the list of service members.

The new plaque was dedicated on November 11, 2021. The dedication ceremony included descendants
of Loudoun African-Americans who lost their lives in World War I.



Army Hosplta/ Influenza Ward, 1918
Courtesy of the National Archives

Levi Beaner, Influenza Survivor From Hillsboro, Virginia

Registered in August 1918 and was called to Camp Lee September 1, 1918. He at one time was in the
hospital between the living and dead with the flu. His sister and brother was called to his bed side. He
pulled through and was on his way to Newport News to start to France when the armistice was signed.
He was discharged and arrived house in January 1919.

Influenza

The number of people from Loudoun County who died of influenza between 1918 and 1924 is not
known. Five hundred billion people were infected worldwide, and between 50 to 100 million people
died from influenza. In the United States at least 28% of Americans were infected and over 675,000
died. The oral history above was submitted to Virginia’s World War History Commission. It states that
Levi Beamer (African-American soldier) from Hillsboro, Virginia, was sent to Fort Lee, outside of
Richmond and became infected with influenza shortly after his arrival on September 1, 1918. In
September 1918, an enormous outbreak of the flu began in Norfolk, Virginia. The flu quickly spread to
Fort Lee and the City of Richmond.


https://virus.stanford.edu/uda/

